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1.  Status & Policy

3rd National Planning Framework

We also want to continue our strong 

protection for our wildest landscapes –

wild land is a nationally important 

asset.” (4.4)

“SPP … will guide new wind energy 

development to appropriate locations, 

taking into account important features 

including wild land.” (3.23)
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Scottish Planning Policy 2014

200) Wild land character is displayed in some of Scotland’s remoter 

upland, mountain and coastal areas, which are very sensitive to 

any form of intrusive human activity and have little or no 

capacity to accept new development. Plans should identify and 

safeguard the character of areas of wild land … 

215) In areas of wild land development 

may be appropriate in some 

circumstances. Further consideration 

will be required to demonstrate that any 

significant effects on the qualities of 

these areas can be substantially 

overcome by siting, design or other 

mitigation.
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1) Areas excluded

2) Areas of  significant 

protection

3) Areas with potential
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2.  Assesssment

methodology
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2007 Tabular Approach
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2017 Narrative Approach
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Applying the guidance

• Step 1 - Define the study area and scope of the 

assessment

• Step 2 – Establish the baseline

• Step 3 – Assess the sensitivity of the study area

• Step 4 – Assess the effects

• Step 5 – Judgement of the significance of effect
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Step 1 - Define the study area and 

scope of the assessment

• Identify a study area appropriate to the scale of the 

proposal and extent of likely significant effects on the 

WLA.

• Output: Brief justification and map or description of the 

area to be assessed
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Wind farm study area
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Step 2 – Verify the baseline

• Confirm the wild land qualities (set out in the WLA 

Description) relevant to the study area (describing any 

substantial changes since the Description was prepared), 

and the nature of their contribution to the WLA. 

• Output: Description of relevant qualities and how post-

Description changes have affected them.
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New Beauly-Denny 

transmission power 

line built post-

Description

Powerline and access 

tracks adversely 

affects strength of 

qualities within far 

north east of WLA
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Step 3 – Assess the sensitivity of the 

qualities

• Assess the susceptibility of the wild land qualities within 

the study area to the type and scale of change proposed 

and to what degree.

• Output: A clear and concise narrative explanation 

describing the susceptibility of individual qualities and / or 

combinations of qualities, and their overall sensitivity.
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Step 4 – Assess the magnitude of the 

effects

• Given the size or scale of change, extent and duration, 

assess the effects on individual qualities and / or 

combinations of qualities, drawing out which physical 

attributes and perceptual responses will be affected and 

how, including the potential for mitigation.

• Output: A clear and concise narrative explanation 

describing the effects of the various elements of the 

proposal on individual qualities and / or combinations of 

qualities.
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Step 5 – Judge the significance of the 

effects

• We will come onto this later….
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Awe Inspiring Simplicity of Wide Open Peatland

The effects on parts of this quality although significant, are limited to how 

it is experienced from isolated hills looking to the south. This quality is 

more strongly experienced across the wide open peatlands further to the 

north which are not affected by this proposal. 



Scottish Natural Heritage  Dualchas Nàdair na h-Alba 

When do SNH consider significant 

effects warrant an objection?

Is there a ‘National Interest’?

• Where significant effects on the WLA qualities cannot be 

overcome by siting, design or other mitigation, proposals 

may merit an objection. 
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3)  Some lessons from our experience
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Does position of wind farm matter?

• in terms of assessment?

• in application of policy?
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Views to WLA from outwithImpact on experience outside of WLA?
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Does size of WLA matter?
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Does the part impacted matter?

• is the WLA periphery more or less sensitive than the 

WLA  heart?

• destinations and routes?
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How far matters?
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Do cumulative effects matter? 
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Refused - the cumulative effect of a further wind farm within 

and visible from areas where wind farm development is 

not/will not be readily apparent or a dominant feature.
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4)  Future Policy 

- tensions or opportunities?

• Climate emergency

• Biodiversity challenge 

• Forestry targets

• Rural development needs

• Community empowerment and land reform

• ……
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Questions?


