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1. Definition - what is
wild land?

ldentification - where

1S It?

Recognition - by
who?
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1. What is wild land?
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SNH’s approach to Wild Land Areas

 WLASs are not wilderness — they reflect individual
experience and perception

* They are considered within a Scottish and UK
context

* They provide wider benefits (ecosystem services)
and are important to local and national economies

OSAYA
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Wildness?

Physical attributes Perceptual responses

Perceived Naturalness

Lack of modern artifacts or structures Sense of sanctuary or solitude

Little evidence of contemporary land uses Sense of risk, awe or anxiety

Rugged / physically challenging terrain Arresting or inspiring qualities

Remoteness or inaccessibility Physically challenging

OSAYA
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Map 3 Search areas for wild land
| search areas for wild land ——Km
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2. Where i1s wild land”
Mapping Scotland's wildness
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Mapping wild land

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Mapping Scotland's wildness s; Z:‘Nulwul Wild land areas 2014 -
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Phase | — Mapping relative wildness
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otra

Perceived Naturalness DRAFT o

Value
O ioh 256 60 Miles
[P

Lochs.

Map 1 of 4 ittt mags Mapping Scotland's Wildness L
pint
Date: 13 Decamber 2012 Produced by Rugged or challenging terrain

Version 4 Intetim Phase 1 map

Value
e = o 15 3 60 Miles

L 0 20 40 80 Km
Lochs

Map 2 of 4 strbute maps. et reschuion: 25 metres

Mapping Scotland's Wildness  £l\ees.

Geographe rformaton Group Remoteness from roads and ferries

= ._ s i
[ 0 15 30 60 Miles S
= '

.

Cate- 19 Septerber 2012 e

0 20 40 80 Km

Vip 3o 4 strbute mags Cet eschion 25 metres
2 Mapping Scotland's Wildness waig
kit Absence of Modern Artefacts SRz

Varsion 3:Iréarim Phase 1 map

. "o 0 15 30 60 Miles

0 20 40 80 Km
Map 4ot 4 atroute maps Call resciuion: 25 matres

Produced
Date: 19 September 2012 c-oy-u:mM.n.,.. o
Version 3:Ineim Phase 1 map




Mapping Scotland's wikiness
s o A Map 1 - Perceived naturainess

1. Naturalness =
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2. Ruggedness

Landform which'is ’
.rugged, orotherwise
phys:c:ally c:hallengmg;j;_j

Mapping Scotland’s wildness
Map 2 - Rugged or challenging terrain




Mapping Scotland's wikiness
Smres s ik Map 3 - Remoteness from public mechanised access ‘l
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Mapping Scotland’s wildness
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: Mapping Scotland's wildness
Doaicnas Nadssnaniba  Map 5 - Relative wildness of Scotland 2014

Value

5. Relative Wildness|z--

Combih.d'ti;n of all

four layers equally
weighted

Produced by the Geographic Information Group SNH
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Phase Il — Identifying potential areas
1) Identify natural breaks in data

Map A - Classes of wildness across Scotland
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Phase Ill — selection
and delineation

« GIS informing, not
determining, results

* Informed judgement to
select areas

 Desk based definition of
boundaries

* recognisable features

 exclude detractors at the
edge

OSAYA
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Wild land areas 2014
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WLA
descriptions

Description of Core Areas of Wild Land — Final report to SNH by conzsultants, February 2015

Key attributes and qualities of the wild land area

o A cluster of arresting mountains with long linear ridges and towering rocky cdliffs,
scalloped around deep enclosed corries

This CAWL includes a dramatic group of arresting, rocky and rugged mountains. These are irregular in
form and have contrasting faces — typically with rocky peatiand slopes on one side, steep precipitous
cliffs and corries on the other, and a smooth mountain ridge in-between.

The rocky ridges offer open, panoramic views of extensive mountain ridges and peatland that continue
beyond the CAWL’'s margins to distant hill ranges and the sea (including across Kinloch Damph to the
Coulin and Ledgowan Forest CAWL 26 to the east). The smoothness of the mountain ridges allows
unimpeded access along the exposed tops; however, these are precipitous at their edges, with sheer
cliffs plummeting below, resulting in a perception of high risk.

The mountains are mainly rock-covered and possess a striking range of glacial features, including
colossal U-shaped glens, corries, glacial lochs, scree slopes and extensive mounds of moraine. These
indicate a strong influence of erosion and weathering and contribute to the sense of naturalness. The
towering rocky cliffs are extremely arresting in their vertical dimension; these can be experienced from
both above and below, from where the juxtaposition of open tops or gien floors allow you to get close in
to the sheer faces to fully experience their imposing and awe-inspiring qualities.

The mountains are high, rugged and steep, meaning they are physically challenging to cross. The
exposed rock cliffs are particularly difficult to ascend and, for this same reason, attract rock climbers to
the area. Some faces are so steep that they seem impenetrable, but this also contributes to the sense of
remoteness and sanctuary. ———

o —
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Biaw

- n einsg simpliity of landscape at the

Wild land quality

Perceptual qualities

Physical attributes

OSAYA

broad scale, with a strong horizontal emphasis,
‘wide skies’ and few foci

At the broad level, this WLA comprises mainly flat,
gently sloping or undulating peatland with simple
vegetation cover. Given the large extent over which
this occurs, this creates an image of extreme
simplicity and openness which results in a strong
sense of awe. The openness of the landscape means
it is very exposed and views of ‘wide skies’ and
dynamic weather conditions emphasise the
naturalness of the landscape, whilst also increasing
the perceived sense of risk.
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3. Recognition — by who?

Scotland’s areas of wild land should be protected
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1. Scotland’s not that wild?

Looking for something different?
Discover Scotland with us....

e
\/’Vlldernegs bcotland > Visit Wilderness Scotland

SG National Performance Framework 2018

Vision — “We see our natural landscape and wilderness as
essential to our identity and way of life.....”

OSAYA
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« > 1 million acres (405,000 ha)

@/\K}s) « roadless, lacking permanent habitation/structures
" (McCloskey and Spalding, 1989)
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Wilderness in Europe
Wilderness Quality Index showing top 10% by area

WQI based on:

distance from road / railway
population density

land use

terrain ruggedness

Blue areas - top 10%

Legend
Country boundaries
Wilderness Quality Index

O — —
T igh Kilometers A

/\R‘A}
- R oot e e e o e
@% n _ . _
(Wildland Research Institute)

0 150300 600 900 1,200 N




Scottish Natural Heritage  Dualchas Nadair na h-Alba

Wildland in the United Kingdom *:'

Top 10% wildest areas

Legend
- Top 10% wildest areas
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ESRI 2010. Copyright CEH Countryside Information System 2000, The 1991 Census, Crown Copyright. ESRC/JISC
purchase, © Crown Copyright/database right 2009. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service
Analysis and cartography by Wildland Research Institute (WRi), University of Leeds
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1. Its not that wild?

2. lgnores past and present use?
-“-
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1. Its not that wild?

2. lgnores past & present use?

3. lIts all too subjective?
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1. Its not that wild?

2. lgnores past and

present use?
3. ItS a.” tOO SUbjECtlve7 Doesn't it make you proud

to b/ Socottiisa?

4. Wasteland or asset?

I

=

It's shite.being Scottish!
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